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On behalf of the Brecksville-Broadview Heights City Schools, Happy New 
Year! This next edition of The Buzz will provide a comprehensive update 
of the construction process for the new PreK-5 elementary building at 
Blossom Hill. Since our last publication, a great deal of updates have taken 
place, and although information is routinely posted online and on social 
media, the District feels strongly about the value of a tangible publication 
that everyone in the community can read and learn more information 
about the project’s progress. Please take a moment to read the articles, 
but also see the architectural renderings for various aspects of the new 
facility.
 
This past fall, the applications and permitting for site development 

from the City of Brecksville and the Brecksville-Broadview Heights City Schools were finally 
approved by the United States Army Corps of Engineers and also the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. Despite applications 
being submitted this time last year, both deliberative bodies were required to perform their due diligence to ensure that the project’s 
timeframes, site development proposals and other significant information met proper regulations. Ultimately, in late October 2019, 
both public entities signed off on our requests.
 
The time it took for review and consideration of these proposals, however, prompted the District to make the decision to not break 
ground until later this Spring 2020. What is anticipated in terms of initial steps in the project include site clearing and removal of the 
earthworks, current vegetation and preparing the land for construction. The window of time for such work is narrow, since no trees 
can be removed during April 1st and September 1st of any given season due to the nesting habits of the Indiana Brown Bat. Expect 
trees to be cleared as soon as the weather breaks this season. 

After site clearing, foundation work and other structural construction will commence and will run most of the Spring and Summer of 
2020. The District is planning a formal groundbreaking ceremony for the fall of 2020, once major advancements have taken place during 
this coming season. Once a date is identified, the BBHCSD will be sure to communicate with residents so that they can participate.
 
Another important aspect of the construction process has been the financial component, on which there have been considerable 
updates as well. Inside this publication, residents will learn more about the Board of Education’s efforts to refinance the bonds 
associated with the construction, saving the taxpayers of our community a considerable amount of money. 
 
Finally, the BBHCSD reminds everyone in the community that more information regarding 
this project is available online at www.bbhcsd.org and clicking on the Construction Update 
page. Pictures, valuable information and more is presented in an easy-to-understand manner. 
Additionally, the community is encouraged to watch Board of Education meetings by clicking the 
link to Board Docs on the website as well. You can watch the meetings at which these important 
discussions take place from the convenience of your own electronic device.
 
Thank you for your continued support of the BBHCSD, as we continue to navigate the excitement 
and anticipation of this milestone project that will impact students for generations to come.

GO BEES! 
Joelle Magyar
Superintendent of Schools

Major Developments Prompt Excitement and Anticipation for the Construction Process!

Joelle Magyar, 
Superintendent 

Collaborative space where students 
will engage, work together and 

enhance their educational experience. 

External rendering of the new 
preK-5 elementary school as families 

approach the new campus.
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Learning Spaces Being Designed to Promote Cutting Edge Educational Standards and Concepts

The Brecksville-Broadview Heights City Schools pursued the construction 
of a new PreK-5 elementary school for a variety of significant reasons that 
were shared with the community during the Spring of 2018. Some of those 
reasons included the need for major renovations of the existing elementary 
buildings in the District and the fact that the cost to renovate outweighed the 
cost to combine and construct new. The prospect of a new building opened 
the door to the endless opportunities available through new construction in 
the 21st Century. As the community feedback process unfolded last year, our 
architecture team, ThenDesign and construction management firm, Shook 
Construction, solicited feedback from the community and worked those 
insights and input into the final design.

The learning spaces for the new PreK-5 elementary building will follow a 
number of contemporary principles in modern educational design. Among 
those are technology integration, safety and security, collaborative, multi-
purpose spaces, transparency and the opportunity for using outdoor spaces. 
In terms of technology integration, the new facility will move away from 
outdated use of computer labs in separate rooms and bulky terminals. 
Today’s modern technology integration will feature all rooms wired for 
projectors, screens and sound systems in a discreet, personal and mobile 
manner for students and staff to use throughout the building. Technology 
integration will be seamless from classroom to hallway, cafeteria, common 
space and even stairwell. Students will be able to access the network at 
virtually any location on the campus, promoting better learning and more 
advanced opportunities to work with each other.

The new BBHCSD PreK-5 elementary building will exceptionally and 
effectively promote the highest safety and security standards in contemporary 
public education. Tragic events that have occurred nationwide over the last 
two decades have prompted school districts to reconsider protocols and 
practices, and our District has taken a lead role in training our staff and 
students in the most effective methods to prevent and respond to emergency 
situations. This relates to architectural design in the sense that most incidents 
occur in areas tucked away from adult supervision such as stairwells and 
hallways. Consequently, a greater emphasis is placed on the open concept 
of promoting windows and clear sight lines throughout the building will 
prevail in our design. Academic wings will connect to collaborative spaces and 
educational corridors. In addition, building entry will be state-of-the-art so 
that only the most known, recognizable and pertinent visitors are permitted 
in the building. Technology and safety and security will work hand-in-hand. 

Technology Integration

Safety and Security 

Learning spaces will be flexible and open to 
promote collaboration and enhanced 

student-to-student engagement

Additional outdoor rendering will promote 
beautiful landscape features and a 

roundabout entry way

The Media Center will feature contemporary 
learning opportunities such as Maker Space options 

and multi-purpose areas
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Board of Education Refinances Bonds for PreK-5 Elementary Project

Collaborative and Multi-Purpose Spaces

The entry way to the building will be open, promote 
clear sightlines and feature the latest building entry 

safety and security technology

The Board of Education recently made the decision to refinance the bonds 
associated with the project, which took place late last year with a number of 
benefits to the taxpayers of our community. Some of those include achieving 
a net present value savings of $5,775,482, an average savings of nearly 
$500,000 in each fiscal year from 2020 to 2054, which results in the total 
cash-flow savings for the refunding of $17,190,637. Consequently, with these 
cash flow savings, the School District is able to even further enhance its 2.2 
mill pledge to its voters, and while it does not generate additional dollars, it 
does provide savings relief for our taxpayers who so graciously supported 
the bond issue with its passage in May 2018. Please feel free to reach out to 
the Brecksville-Broadview Heights Treasurer’s Office at anytime with further 
questions or insights regarding the financial aspect of the new PreK-5 facility.

Elementary Learning in today’s contemporary educational culture, with 
technological pace and emphasis on social and emotional needs, will prompt 
the BBHCSD in this new building to feature learning spaces that have 
maximum flexibility so that technology, curriculum, and methodology can 
transcend generations. Every inch of the new facility has been thoughtfully 
reviewed to determine its educational value. Corridors will be widened, stairs 
will be turned into seating places, walls will be writing surfaces, the cafeteria 
and what was once called a library are taking on multiple purposes of 
additional learning areas and Maker Spaces. These new learning spaces will 
promote flexibility, groupwork, student-to-student interaction, and feature 
lightweight chairs, beanbag chairs and tables of varying heights that can 
easily transform from one use to another.

Aerial Rendering of Foot Print of New PreK-5 Elementary Building

The facility will be connected to the City’s field 
house for co-curricular and athletic 

opportunities for our students



By a unanimous vote of the Brecksville-Broadview Heights City School District Board 
of Education, Craig G. Yaniglos was appointed the next Treasurer of the District, 
effective February 3, 2020 and extending until July 31, 2023. The decision to appoint 
Mr. Yaniglos came as the result of an intensive search and interview process conducted 
by the Board of Education and Finding Leaders, an executive recruitment firm, over 
the last several months and that included nearly two dozen candidates. He will 
permanently assume the role that has been temporarily filled by Interim Treasurer 
John Scott. Mr. Yaniglos comes to the District from Brookfield City School District 
where he currently serves as the Treasurer and has relevant Treasurer’s experience 
in the Niles City Schools as well. In total, he has 15 years of experience in various 
capacities in public education. Craig is a 2004 graduate of John Carroll University’s 
Boler School of Business with a Bachelor of Science degree in Economics. According 
to Mr. Yaniglos, he is excited to join the team at the Brecksville-Broadview Heights City 
School District with the intent to maintain fiscal integrity through open and honest 
communications. He will have the opportunity to work up to 10 days with the current 
Interim Treasurer between now and February 3rd to help with the transition process. 
Please join the Brecksville-Broadview Heights City Schools in welcoming Craig G. 
Yaniglos to our District.
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Craig G. Yaniglos

Brecksville Broadview Heights 
City School District
6638 Mill Road
Brecksville, Ohio 44141
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